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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE… ESQUIMALT IS 
COMING OF AGE WITH ARTS AND CULTURE 
 

Our community has SO much to offer.  People in 
neighbouring communities are starting to realize that we 
live in a vibrant and interesting part of southern 
Vancouver Island. WHY?  Because Esquimalt has an 
amazing array of programs and events that when I think 
about it this year, I begin to wonder how on earth I’m 
going to fit everything in!   
 
If you missed the Victoria News Articles published this 
week, read on!  You can take pride in being part of a 
group of dedicated Esquimalt residents and lovers of arts 
and culture who are making huge strides to: 

 Support and promote arts and culture 

 Contribute to business and economic prosperity 

 Change the poor external image of the Township 

 Making our community an even better place to 
live 

 
This issue is dedicated to the way we’re enhancing 
Esquimalt’s image and sense of community pride.  It 
contains a list of some great things YOU can do and 
attend in the coming months.  – RIGHT HERE IN OUR 
COMMUNITY! - So, mark your calendars.   There’s a wide 
range of activities to suit everyone’s lifestyle and 
preference.   
 

Morlene Tomlinson, Founding President 
 

The mission of the TCAC is to engage our community 

and promote Esquimalt as a healthy arts and cultural 

centre recognized for its excellence by: 

 Partnering with artists and groups to stage 

events and programs in Esquimalt 

 Supporting local artists 

 Promoting the importance of Arts and Culture 

We want to hear from you… Help us make our 
newsletter even better!  What would you like to see 
or know about? Email townshiparts@gmail.com  

 
TCAC FUNDING UPDATE 
 
With great pleasure, we’re happy to advise that Esquimalt 
Council has included the TCAC as part of the supplementary 
budget discussion in 2015.  After almost an hour of debate, 
Council supported $15,000 in funding for 2015/16.  This has 
allowed us to proceed with planning for Memorial Park Music 
Fest, but falls dramatically short of what we need to deliver our 
other major events.   
 
This year, we qualify to apply for a CRD project grant.  Deadline 
for submission is May 1

st
 and while there is no guarantee that 

we will be approved, we’ll do our best! 
 
Current Esquimalt local grant processes provide significant 
timing challenges to the TCAC and other not-for-profit 
organizations in Esquimalt who plan and deliver 
spring/summertime/ fall events and programs. 
 
For this reason, we will be attending the upcoming Town 
Council Meeting (Monday, April 13, 2015) to ask for an early 
approval for a $10,000 local grant plus $5,000 in-kind support 
from Parks & Recreation Esquimalt.   
 
We urge all members of council to consider how they might 
effectively support of arts and culture as a vehicle to continuing 
community pride, business development and positive external 
image.   
 
If you haven’t done so already, please e-mail   
MAYORANDCOUNCIL@ESQUIMALT.CA to encourage our local 
politicians to support our events WITH VOTES FOR FUNDING 
and to amend the current local grants policy to provide better 
funding certainty to the many organizations working hard to 
enrich our community. 
 

IF YOU CAN ATTEND CITY HALL TO SPEAK TO 
COUNCIL MONDAY NIGHT AT 7:00 P.M.… 
PLEASE JOIN US!  THE MORE VOICES THE 
BETTER! 

mailto:townshiparts@gmail.com
mailto:MAYORANDCOUNCIL@ESQUIMALT.CA
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TCAC IN THE NEWS! 
 

 

 

Opinion   

OPINION: Esquimalt's image is changing  posted Apr 8, 2015 at 3:00 PM 

There are many things a community can do to change its image. Sometimes those changes start with a small seed, other times it 

can thunder through like a west coast storm.  Esquimalt decided several years ago that it wanted to change its image as a small, 

blue collar industrial town that was a playground to crime.  Of course, it’s all untrue. 

Many people remember just snippets of the bad, but barely can recognize what is happening now and into the future.  Esquimalt 

is not about poop perpetrators of crime and payday loans. You only have to look at what the municipality has achieved through 

the Township Community Arts Council to see what can be accomplished in less than a year.   

And besides the arts council, the community has stepped forward with even more creative events geared towards family and 

building community.  You have to look no further than events like Ribfest, running and biking festivals, the Japanese arts festival 

to know that Esquimalt’s image is changing. 

It’s unfortunate that Esquimalt is painted by some with a negative brush because they just don’t understand what the 

community has become and will become in the not-to-distant future.  The community’s future looks bright. Now the civic 

leaders must fine tune the direction and let people know that Esquimalt has come of age – and proud of it.  

MEMBER’S CORNER 
 

Please welcome new member artist Michael Haasjes.  
Drop by to see his exhibition this weekend! 

 

Memories of Sculpture Splash, an Art 
Extravaganza by the Sea 

 

“Ribbon of Life” by Daniel Cline 
Winner of the People’s Choice Award  

 

 

http://www.vicnews.com/opinion/
http://www.vicnews.com/
http://www.vicnews.com/
http://www.vicnews.com/
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TCAC IN THE NEWS! 

 
Esquimalt Township Arts Council’s first year went ‘beyond expectations’ 

by Kevin Laird - Victoria News posted Apr 7, 2015 at 3:00 PM 

It’s been quite a year for Esquimalt’s Township Community Arts Council. 
Starting with just six members a year ago, the fledging group has grown to 
100 members and has hosted five major community events. 
 
Not bad for a few residents who went before township council with cap in 
hand, looking for some start-up money and the hope of hosting two events in 
2014. 
“It all surprised me – pleasantly and joyfully,” said Morlene Tomlinson, arts 
council president. 
 
Originally only two events were planned for the community arts group’s first 
year: Memorial Park Music Fest, which featured local singers and bands for 
six weeks throughout the summer and the Esquimalt Arts Festival at Gorge 
Point Park. 
Those two events were so popular with residents that more events were 
added such as Sculpture Splash, Township Classics and artists in residence. 
 
“It was just so much fun. It was a barrel of monkeys,” Tomlinson said. “We 
were so inspired by the community and the community’s response. It really 
wasn’t a hardship at all to continue on and do the other good work we did.” 
Mayor Barb Desjardins said the arts council went beyond expectations. 
 
Township council expected the group to take at least three years to get up 
and running. Council granted the group $15,000 in its first year and plans to 
give it the same in 2015. This year the arts council also qualifies for Capital 
Regional District arts grants and is planning to apply for more grants through 
the township. 
 
Desjardins said the arts council was so successful that council didn’t have 
enough time to create policy around the new group. “They moved well ahead 
of the bureaucracy of government,” she said. 
But there’s no complaints coming from the mayor.  “To do the phenomenal job that they did with the number of events 
that they did, the community is just absolutely excited to have all those things happen again,” Desjardins said. 
 
Tomlinson said 2015 will be a building year for the arts council, not an expansion year. However, there are already 
plans afoot for more events in 2016. 
“When we talk about promoting arts and artists in Esquimalt we’re taking a very holistic and very, very broad 
approach,” Tomlinson said.  “We’re trying to offer events and programs that are just a bit different from anywhere else 
in [Greater Victoria] . Nobody else will do quite what we do.” 
 
Photo: Sculptor Christa Rossner goes to work on a piece marble during last summer’s Sculpture Splash at Macaulay Point Park in Esquimalt. 

— image credit: Kevin Laird/Victoria News 

    ______________________________________________________ 

Don’t forget to submit your ideas, suggestions or articles to our Member’s Corner.  Just 
send a note to Morlene.tomlinson@gmail.com to be considered for an upcoming TCAC 
Newsletter.  We want to hear from YOU!  

http://www.vicnews.com/staff_profiles/204880161.html
mailto:Morlene.tomlinson@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Here are just a few of the great things going on in Esquimalt….  You 

can get more information by visiting individual websites 

This is not a complete list…. If you’d like to send along an event for our next newsletter, please 

send a note to townshiparts@gmail.com 

 
 
Ongoing Esquimalt Rec Centre offers all kinds of fabulous programs.  Want to learn Spanish?  Take dance 

lessons?  Express your creative side with art classes?  Check out 
http://issuu.com/esquimaltrecreation/docs/final_compressed 

 
 Apr 18

th
 Victoria Gaelic Choir Society hosts a whisky tasting at the English Inn (tix $50) 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Victoria-Gaelic-Choir/143933035761520  
 
April 25- 26

th
 Creatively United for the Planet – English Inn www.creativelyunited.org 

 
May 1

st
 Submit your entry for Bloomin’ Beautiful.. gardens are nature’s art!  

http://www.esquimalt.ca/parksRecreation/specialEvents/bloominBeautiful/ 
 
May 7

th
  Esquimalt Farmer’s Market – first of weekly Thursday night markets www.esquimaltmarket.com 

 
May 25

th
 Esquimalt Bike Fest - http://esquimaltresidents.com/esquimalt-bike-fest/ 

 
May 28

th
   Community Event: The Wisdom to Survive, Climate Change, Capitalism and Community, a 

documentary film showing at Esquimalt United Church- http://esquimaltresidents.com/community-
event-wisdom-survive-climate-change-capitalism-community/ 

 
June 21

st
 2015 CFB Esquimalt Navy Run - http://www.raceonline.ca/events/details/?id=686 

 
June 23- Memorial Park Music Fest – Memorial Park  townshiparts.org  
July 29

th
  

 
Aug 9

th
   Gorge SwimFest – Gorge Point Park-  http://esquimaltresidents.com/posts/events/  

 
August 16

th
 Esquimalt Arts Festival – English Inn - www.townshiparts.org  

 
Sept 11-13

th
 RibFest – Bullen Park, Esquimalt -  http://www.the-website-store.ca/RibfestDemo/esquimalt-

ribfest.html  
 
Sept 18-20

th
 Sculpture Splash, an Art Extravaganza by the Sea -  www.townshiparts.org  

 
Nov 2015(TBD) Esquimalt High Variety Show (three shows including past & present students) – EHS Theatre 

 

MAKING A SPLASH! IN THE TOWNSHIP! 

 

http://issuu.com/esquimaltrecreation/docs/final_compressed
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Victoria-Gaelic-Choir/143933035761520
http://www.creativelyunited.org/
http://www.esquimalt.ca/parksRecreation/specialEvents/bloominBeautiful/
http://www.esquimaltmarket.com/
http://esquimaltresidents.com/esquimalt-bike-fest/
http://esquimaltresidents.com/community-event-wisdom-survive-climate-change-capitalism-community/
http://esquimaltresidents.com/community-event-wisdom-survive-climate-change-capitalism-community/
http://esquimaltresidents.com/posts/events/
http://www.townshiparts.org/
http://www.the-website-store.ca/RibfestDemo/esquimalt-ribfest.html
http://www.the-website-store.ca/RibfestDemo/esquimalt-ribfest.html
http://www.townshiparts.org/

